
  

 

   Jenny Rudolph, President 

JENNY RUDOLPH 
PRESIDENT  
c/o Hon. Alma L. Chasez 
U.S. Courthouse,  Room B-347 
500 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, LA  70130 
Phone: 504-589-7610 

 
TRACY CASTLE-DIAZ 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  
c/o Hon. Carmen E. Garza 

U.S. Courthouse 
100 North Church Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88001      
Phone: 575-528-1675 

 

GUDRUN SWOBODA 

VICE PRESIDENT  
c/o Hon. William H. Baughman, Jr. 

U.S. Courthouse, #10A 
801 W. Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
Phone: 216-357-7220  

 
CATHY B. GRAY 
SECRETARY  
c/o Hon. Jon P. McCalla 
Clifford Davis and Odell Horton 
Federal Building 
167 North Main Street, Room 1157 
Memphis, TN 38103 
Phone:  Voice: 901-495-1291  
 

CARLA GIBSON BAKER 

TREASURER 
c/o Hon. Karen Wells Roby 
Hale Boggs Federal Bldg. #B-437 
500 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
Phone: 504-589-7616  

 

GWENDOLYN HUNTER 

PAST PRESIDENT 
c/o Hon. Lance M. Africk 
U.S. Courthouse, #C-405 
500 Poydras Street 
New Orleans, LA  70130 
Phone: 504-589-7605 
 

CYNTHIA CHAPMAN 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
c/o Hon. Henry F. Floyd 
U.S. Courthouse, 2nd Fl. 
201 Magnolia Street 
Spartanburg, SC 29306 
Phone: 864-591-5300 

 

    OFFICERS 2011‐2012 

Volume 9, Issue 6 July, 2012 

 

 
 

Happy summer everyone!   
 
 Where has the Ɵme gone?  It seems like I just started as 
your president and my term is almost over.  It has been a busy 
and interesƟng year.   
 

 Our conference commiƩee is hard at work finalizing plans for our annual  
educaƟonal conference in beauƟful San Diego, California. The agenda and other   
conference materials are also included in this ediƟon of In Brief.  As you can see, we 
have a great line‐up of speakers this year.   Lots of informaƟon on the conference is 
included in this newsleƩer but you may also visit łaa.net for informaƟon on things to 
see, our Friday night opƟonal event and hotel accommodaƟons.  The conference is a 
wonderful opportunity to network, meet new friends and see old ones. If you have 
not already done so, please renew your membership at this Ɵme so that you will be 
eligible to aƩend the conference.  This is one you won’t want to miss!        
 

 By now you should have received the ballot for this year’s elecƟon.  Did you 
exercise your right to vote? VoƟng is a privilege of membership; be sure to return 
your ballot if you have not already done so. 
 

 Raffle Ɵckets for the annual fund‐raising raffle will be sent to your Circuit 
RepresentaƟve prior to the conference.  Don’t forget to purchase your Ɵckets,       
especially if you are not able to aƩend! Our Ways and Means CommiƩee always does 
a wonderful job of having fantasƟc prizes to win. Let’s make this fund‐raising         
opportunity the best one ever.   
  
 In closing, as our membership numbers have dwindled drasƟcally over the 
years, I cannot help but wonder if it is a result of the economy, the vanishing JA     
posiƟon or perhaps just a lack of interest?  Do you know someone who isn’t a     
member?  Why not approach them and share some of our resources with them?  We 
have many, including the scholarship program, a wonderful website, the annual    
conference, and most importantly, our collecƟve voice to be heard.  FJAA has 
strength in numbers. And for only $30 a year, you cannot get a beƩer value. As our 
careers change (or disappear), we are sƟll being heard by the AdministraƟve Office 
through our posiƟon on JSAG and in other ways.   Talk it up, show it off, and let     
everyone know why it’s so important to join!!  
 

 I hope everyone has a safe and happy summer, and wonderful, fun‐filled    
vacaƟons. 
 

         Jenny 
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First Circuit 

CIRCUIT NEWS 

District of Massachuse s 
 

 On February 1, 2012, Magistrate Judge Leo T. Sorokin succeeded Magistrate Judge Judith Gail Dein as Chief 
Magistrate Judge of the Court. He will serve a term of three years and became the eighth Chief Magistrate Judge of the 
District of MassachuseƩs since the Judicial Conference CommiƩee on the AdministraƟon of the Magistrate Judges   
System endorsed the pracƟce of district courts designaƟng a chief or presiding magistrate judge in 1988.  Judge       
Sorokin was appointed United States Magistrate Judge on April 11, 2005. He graduated from Yale, cum laude, in 1983, 
and  Columbia Law School, in 1991, where he was a Kent and Stone Scholar, as well as the ArƟcles Editor of the Journal 
of Law and Social Problems. AŌer his graduaƟon from law school, he served as a law clerk to Judge Rya W. Zobel, of 
the United States District Court for the District of MassachuseƩs (1991‐1992). Chief Judge Mark L. Wolf extended his 
thanks to Magistrate Judge Dein for her disƟnguished service and is quite confident that Magistrate Judge Sorokin will 
conƟnue that fine tradiƟon.  
 

District of New Hampshire 
 

 Chief Judge Sandra Lynch of the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit announced on May 22, 
2012 the formaƟon of a Bankruptcy Merit SelecƟon Panel to screen and review the qualificaƟons of applicants for a 
bankruptcy judgeship in the District of New Hampshire. The successful candidate will fill the vacancy created by the 
anƟcipated 2013 reƟrement of the Honorable J. Michael Deasy, who has served as a bankruptcy judge in Manchester 
since 1999.  AƩorneys with demonstrated excellence in the pracƟce of bankruptcy law and/or commercial liƟgaƟon 
are encouraged to apply, and may obtain an applicaƟon from either the Circuit ExecuƟve's Office, the Bankruptcy 
Court Clerk for the District of New Hampshire, or on the Court of Appeals' website at www.ca1.uscourts.gov.  Those 
applicaƟons should be sent to Susan J. Goldberg, Deputy Circuit ExecuƟve, Office of the Circuit ExecuƟve, John Joseph 
Moakley U.S. Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Way, Suite 3700, Boston, MA 02210. ApplicaƟons are to be received by    
Monday, July 9, 2012. 
 

District of Maine 
 

 The U.S. District Court for the District of Maine convened a special session of court for the invesƟture of U.S. 
District Judge Nancy Torresen on May 3, 2012, at the United States District Court located at 156 Federal Street in   
Portland.  Chief Circuit Judge Sandra Lynch, Circuit Judge Kermit Lipez, Chief Judge John Woodcock, and Judge D. Brock 
Hornby were on the bench during the ceremony.  DisƟnguished guests included Senator George J. Mitchell, Senator 
Olympia J. Snowe, Senator Susan M. Collins, RepresentaƟve Michael H. Michaud, and RepresentaƟve Chellie M. 
Pingree.  
 

No addiƟonal news to report at this Ɵme.  Enjoy the summer and see you soon in San Diego!  

             Mari 
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Second Circuit 

Janet Hansen 

Court of Appeals: 
 

 The Honorable Reena Raggi, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, celebrated 25 
years of service on the bench in May 2012. Judge Raggi’s milestone was celebrated at a func‐
Ɵon hosted by the Eastern District of New York, where she was a U.S. District Judge from 1987 
unƟl her appointment to the Court of Appeals in 2002.   Judge Raggi’s milestone was also cele‐
brated with her law clerks at their annual reunion.  CongratulaƟons to Judge Raggi with best 
wishes for many more years of fulfillment on the bench! 
 

 The Judicial Assistants for the Court of Appeals are mourning the loss of one of their colleagues, Kathy 
Bucich.   Kathy put up a valiant fight against cancer and lost her baƩle at the end of May.  Kathy was Judge John M. 
Walker’s Judicial Assistant for many, many years and was based in New Haven, CT.   All of those who knew Kathy feel 
fortunate to have known her—she will definitely be missed!   We send our condolences to Judge Walker and to 
Kathy’s family. 
 

 A memorial service will be held on Friday, June 22, 2012 at the U.S. Courthouse, 500 
Pearl Street, New York, for Judge Roger J. Miner, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.   
Judge Miner passed away unexpectedly in February 2012 at the age of 77.  Although a Senior 
Judge, he remained a very acƟve member of the Court of Appeals — even hearing cases days 
before he passed.  Judge Miner was appointed a U.S. District Judge in 1981; and was    appointed 
to the U.S. Court of Appeals in 1985.   We send the Miner family our condolences.  
 

District of Connec cut: 
 

 On May 1, 2012 (“Law Day”), the Public Outreach CommiƩee of the United States District Court for the     

District of ConnecƟcut hosted programs for local students at the U.S. Courthouses in Harƞord, New Haven and 

Bridgeport.  Law Day is a naƟonal day of celebraƟon officially designated by a joint resoluƟon of Congress in 1961 

that focuses on our heritage of liberty under the law. This year Harƞord District Court’s theme was “No Courts, No 

JusƟce, No Freedom,” and 10th graders from The Law & Government Academy in Harƞord (Adam Johnson, Principal) 

went to the federal courthouse for the event on May 1.  Bridgeport District Court’s theme was “Bullies to Buddies,” 

and 10th graders from Central High School in Bridgeport (Anne Engelson, Principal) went to the federal courthouse 

on May 2.  New Haven District Court’s theme was “Free to Serve My Community and Country,” and 11th and 12th 

graders from High School in the Community in New Haven (Erik Good, Principal) went to the federal courthouse on  

May 11.  Each school parƟcipated in a true‐to‐life trial simulaƟon to foster their understanding of the trial process 

and the role of our federal courts in resolving disputes. Grade school students also created original works of art to be 

displayed in the courthouses expressing what the theme means to them. The parƟcipaƟng schools were Grace    

Academy in Harƞord (MaƩhew Fitzsimons,  Principal) and The John C. Clark School in Harƞord (Williams Chambers, 

Principal); Thomas Hooker School in Bridgeport (Lourdes Delgado, Principal) and Microsociety Interdistrict Magnet 

School in New Haven (Suzanne Duran Crelin, Principal).  

 

           (conƟnued) 
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SECOND CIRCUIT (con nued) 

This year’s Law Day acƟviƟes were part of a larger effort by the Public Outreach CommiƩee to educate young people 

and the public about the important role that the federal courts, our judges and lawyers play in preserving the rule of 

law and promoƟng the freedoms we have oŌen come to take for granted. Chief Judge Alvin W. Thompson said, “Our 

goal is to help students and other members of the public develop a beƩer understanding of the importance of the rule 

of law in a country that was founded based on the ideals of jusƟce and liberty for all.   We also wish to promote a 

beƩer understanding of the civil and criminal jusƟce systems.  We hope our theme for Law Day will prompt students 

to think about the important relaƟonship between the freedoms they enjoy as the result of growing up in this country 

and the responsibiliƟes of ciƟzenship.”  

 
 The trial simulaƟons being used this year involved several issues familiar to high school students – for 
Harƞord, it was “Downloading Music,” for Bridgeport it was “Social Media and Student Speech” and for New Haven, it 
was “Teen House Party Search.”  All three are based on real civil cases that were decided by the United States           
Supreme Court.  The trial simulaƟons were scripted, and the students were given the opportunity to play meaningful 
parts as judge, counsel, witnesses and jurors.  Local aƩorneys and court personnel volunteered to visit the students at 
their schools to prepare them for the trial simulaƟon.  
 
 The trial simulaƟon programs were held on May 2 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Brien McMahon      
Federal Building in Bridgeport, on May 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. at the Richard C. Lee Courthouse in New      
Haven, and on May 1 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Abraham Ribicoff Federal Building in Harƞord. The original 
works of art were on display in these courthouses from April 20 through May 31, 2012.    CongratulaƟons to all on a 
“Law Day” well done!!!!  
 
 On May 8, 2012, the ConnecƟcut Bar FoundaƟon honored U.S. District Court Judge Mark Kravitz with a        
DisƟnguished Service Award at a recepƟon in New Haven, CT.   Judge Kravitz was feted by a standing‐room only crowd 
of over 270 people!  This recepƟon was an especially touching and fiƫng tribute to Judge Kravitz, as he was diagnosed 
with ALS 15 months ago.  Judge Kravitz was appointed a U.S. District Judge in 2003.   Before his appointment, he was a 
partner at Wiggin & Dana, where he worked for nearly 27 years.   Judge Kravitz was treated to remarks from his      
long‐Ɵme friend Chuck Cooper, Esq. (a former law clerk with Judge Kravitz for then‐JusƟce Rehnquist), now a partner 
at Cooper & Kirk in Washington, D.C.; former colleagues at Wiggin & Dana, William J. Doyle, Esq., and the Honorable 
Jesse M. Furman; and also from his friend and colleague on the bench, the Honorable José A. Cabranes.  Judge 
Cabranes read leƩers received from the Chief JusƟce of the Supreme Court, the Honorable John Roberts, Jr., and U.S. 
Circuit Judge Anthony J. Scirica, among others.  CongratulaƟons Judge Kravitz! 
 
 On May 9, 2012, the District Court hosted a meeƟng of the Federal PracƟce SecƟon and the Harƞord County 
Bar AssociaƟon.   The District Court provided a demonstraƟon for using technology in the courtroom. 
 
 On June 11, 2012, the Federal PracƟce SecƟon conducted a session at the annual ConnecƟcut Bar AssociaƟon 
meeƟng.   Judge Warren W. Eginton,  OperaƟons Manager Jane Bauer, and Melissa Ruocco, Harƞord Division         
Manager, served on a panel enƟtled, "Geƫng Your Federal Case to Trial:  A Roundtable Discussion on Tips and Piƞalls 
Encountered on the Way to Trial."  The Moderator was Anne Louise Blanchard, SecƟon Co‐chair. 
 
 A portrait of the Honorable Judge Alan H.W. Shiff will be unveiled at the New Haven Lawn 
Club on Wednesday, June 20, 2012.   Judge Shiff was appointed a U.S. Bankruptcy Court Judge in 
1981, reappointed to a fourteen‐year term of office in 1985; and reappointed again to another 
fourteen year term in 1999.  He is based at the U.S. Courthouse in Bridgeport, CT.   Congratula‐
Ɵons to Judge Shiff!   
 
 Have a wonderful Summer! Janet F. Hansen 
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Roseanna Lambiase 

THIRD Circuit 
 GreeƟngs from New Jersey.  Most of you have never been to our New 
Jersey Courts, so I shall describe some of our uniqueness.  We have three vici‐
nages, two of which are in South Jersey, Trenton (our state capital) and Cam‐
den.  The third is in Newark, which is our largest vicinage.  As a side note, 
New Jersey is the only “New” state that has an undelineated North and 
South.  You never hear of a North or South Mexico, or a North or South 
Hampshire and New York has Upstate New York and ManhaƩan  Like I said, 
we are unique. 

 The Newark Vicinage is in an area called “Federal Square”, which con‐
sists of three Federal buildings, the U.S. Post Office and Courthouse Building 
built in the late 1920's, early ‘30s; and the Peter W. Rodino Building named 
aŌer the Congressman who presided over the impeachment invesƟgaƟon of 
President Richard Nixon. The Historic U.S.P.O. & CH is  home to three Third 
Circuit Judges, four District Judges,  two Magistrate Judges, and Pretrial Ser‐
vices, as well as the post office faciliƟes.   The eleven story Rodino Building 
houses the U.S. AƩorney’s Offices, the ImmigraƟon Dept., Homeland Security 
Offices, Social Security Offices, a Day Care Center, cafeteria and other federal 
offices.   

 When it became apparent that the Post Office & Courthouse Building was bursƟng at its seams, plans 
were put in moƟon to erect the third building, the MarƟn Luther King, Jr. Federal Building and Court House.  The 
MLK Building accommodates eight District Judges, five Magistrate Judges, two Third Circuit Judges, the Bankrupt‐
cy Court, the Clerk’s Office, Marshal’s Offices, ProbaƟon Dept., Grand Jury and PeƟte Jury Depts. the Third Circuit 
Library and other offices that I can’t think of right now.  ConstrucƟon began in late 1988 and the building was 
dedicated and occupied in 1993. 

 Due to the close proximity of the three buildings, the different government agencies can conveniently 
interact with each other not only professionally, but also socially, such as sharing  programs that are held annual‐
ly, such as the Black History Program and Hispanic History Program, as well as the NJ District Court Historical Soci‐
ety funcƟons.  And let us not forget the annual Bankruptcy vs. District Court baseball games.                 

 In January of this year, the Honorable Jerome B. Simandle took the helm as Chief Judge in the District of 
New Jersey, succeeding reƟred Judge GarreƩ E. Brown.  Judge Simandle began his government service right aŌer 
graduaƟng from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1976 as a law clerk to the late Chief Judge John F. 
Gerry, and spent the next five years as an Assistant U. S. AƩorney in Newark and Trenton.  He was then appointed 
Magistrate Judge in the Camden Vicinage where he served for nine years unƟl he was elevated to District Judge in 
1992. Over the years, he has served and is serving the Courts on many commiƩees, such as Judicial Conference’s 
CommiƩee on Court AdministraƟon and Case Management and the Codes of Conduct CommiƩee, as well as an 
officer of the Federal Judges AssociaƟon.  Closer to home, he is serving on the Third Circuit Judicial Council’s Rules 
CommiƩee and is Chair of the District’s Local Patent Rules CommiƩee.  AddiƟonally, Judge Simandle has repre‐
sented the United States at various internaƟonal judicial conferences. 

           (conƟnued) 

         Federal Square   MLK Fed Bldg & Courthouse                      Bankruptcy Court, Trenton, NJ 
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Dianne Hillman 
Fourth Circuit 

GreeƟngs!  I hope everyone has already enjoyed a summer vacaƟon or 
is at least planning one.  Be safe and have an enjoyable Ɵme. 
 

 The Districts of West Virginia celebrated the appointment of Stephanie 

D. Thacker, who filled the Fourth U.S. Circuit Appeals seat leŌ by Judge M. 

Blane Michael, who died in March 2011.  She is the first West Virginian woman 

to sit as a judge on the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.   Thacker donned her black 

robe at the federal courthouse in Charleston on May 29, 2012, in an invesƟture 

ceremony aƩended by fellow judges, lawyers, and judicial officials.  Chief U. S. 

Circuit Judge William B. Traxler presided over the ceremony.  With Judge 

Thacker seated, the Fourth Circuit will have 15 judges for the first Ɵme since 

1990.  “This is plainly a very historic event,” said U.S. Circuit Judge Robert B. 

King, who worked with Judge Thacker in private pracƟce.  The judge is a gradu‐

ate of Marshall University and West Virginia University College of Law.  AŌer 

being in private pracƟce for years, she began work for the U.S. Department     

of JusƟce in 1999 in the Child ExploitaƟon and Obscenity division, where she  

        (conƟnued) 

I would be remiss if I did not menƟon to you all that Judge Simandle spoke at length about the virtues of his secretary, 
Maria MarƟnez.  She has been instrumental in the successful transiƟon to Chief Judge. The work load has tripled and 
the stress level is over the top, but her organizaƟonal and  prioriƟzing skills, along with a pleasant enthusiasm have 
made their chambers a great place to work. 

 Judge Simandle and his wife have four children and five grandchildren all of whom live in close proximity.  He 
has the best of everything, don’t you think? 

 I was pleasantly surprised to hear from reƟree Lynda Powers, who is enjoying life in Oklahoma.  She spends 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings volunteering at the Oklahoma University Medical Center where the nurses are fabu‐
lous and really appreciate her.  In addiƟon, she has reignited her passion for tennis which was put on hold many years 
ago. Between volunteering, tennis and her family, she is kept preƩy busy, just the way she likes it.  She has always en‐
joyed our conferences, but didn’t think she could make it this year.  Incidentally, she has a new mailing address (having 
moved into her own place) which is P.O. Box 1531, Edmond, OK 73083‐1531. Lynda is a life member and I’m sure she 
would love to personally hear from anyone in our AssociaƟon.     

 I know summer is on the horizon when I get the traveling bug.  My first trip was to Arizona which is so beauƟ‐
ful in May; the flowers are in bloom, the hummingbirds return and the weather is not scorching hot.   I was with my 
son Chris and his family.  Chris is doing extremely well, walking with only a slight limp, and my granddaughter Annie 
just finished her first year of college. My most recent trip was to Michigan where I aƩended the high school graduaƟon 
of my grandson Spencer.  I was also able to spend Ɵme with 2 of his brothers who were home from universiƟes, the 
third is in Colorado teaching kids to rock climb. I try to see my kids at least once a year, so that means I will be going to 
Texas someƟme soon. 

 I’ve already made my reservaƟons for San Diego, of course.  I’m looking forward to seeing old friends and mak‐
ing new ones.  I’ve never been to San Diego, but everyone who’s been there says it’s a fabulous place.  I’m anxious to 
see for myself.   

        Roseanna Lambiase     

Volume 9, Issue 6 July, 2012 
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 prosecuted the first case filed under the Violence Against Women Act.  Her accomplishments include co‐

authoring the Federal Child Support ProsecuƟon Handbook, developing the naƟonwide Innocence Lost IniƟaƟve 

to help combat child sex trafficking, and training of law enforcement officials on prosecuƟng child exploitaƟon 

crimes.   

 

 Carolyn Young is back in her familiar chambers working for Judge Thacker.  She previously worked for 
seventeen years for Judge M. Blane Michael.  Upon his death, she was hired in district court as a docket clerk 
and worked there for a year.  All of her experience paid off when Judge Thacker asked her to come back to ap‐
peals court as her judicial assistant.  She is quite happy to return to the same chambers where she worked for 
Judge Michael.  Carolyn is married and has 3 step‐children and 3 grandchildren.  A special invitaƟon goes out to 
Carolyn to re‐join our associaƟon and come to San Diego with us for our conference in October. 
  
 Gina M. Groh has been commissioned to serve as a U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of West 
Virginia.  The Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia has been without a siƫng judge since the death of Judge W. 
Craig Broadwater in 2006.  Judge Groh graduated from Shepherd University, receiving the McMurran Scholar 
Award which is the highest academic honor granted by the university.  In 1989 she received her juris doctorate 
from WV University College of Law.  AŌer working for law firms, Judge Groh became an Assistant ProsecuƟng 
AƩorney in West Virginia.  In 2006, she was appointed as Judge of the 23rd Judicial Circuit Court of her state and 
had the disƟncƟon of being the first female judge to serve in that circuit. 
 

 Johnna Oehlsen, who worked with Judge Groh in state court, now works as her judicial assistant.  Mrs. 

Oehlsen lives in Jefferson County with her husband and her 13‐year old son, who keeps her busy with his base‐

ball games.  She is looking forward to aƩending the Chambers Staff AdministraƟve Workshop in Washington, 

DC in       August.  We welcome you to our court family and hope you join FJAA! 

 

 George L. Russell, III, of BalƟmore, Maryland was appointed to the bench on May 14, 2012, as a judge 

for the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland.  He replaces Judge Peter Jo MessiƩe who took senior sta‐

tus in 2008.  Judge Russell graduated from Morehouse College and received his J.D. from Maryland Law School.  

He clerked for Judge Robert Bell on the Maryland Court of Appeals.  Earlier in his career he served as a federal 

prosecutor and as an aƩorney in private law firms.  He represented the U.S. in criminal prosecuƟon of violent 

crime and narcoƟc cases, including the iniƟaƟon and monitoring of wiretaps to infiltrate and break up violent 

gangs in BalƟmore City.  Since 2007 he has served as an Associate Judge of the BalƟmore City Circuit Court.  

Judge Russell’s wife is a judge on the District Court of Maryland in BalƟmore City and his father was a disƟn‐

guished lawyer, solicitor and judge.  His father was a groundbreaking African‐American lawyer and the first to 

serve as a judge on Maryland’s Circuit Court in the 1960's. 

 

 Stephanie A. Gallagher was appointed as a U.S. Magistrate Judge for the District of Maryland in April.  
The judge fills the vacancy created by now‐U.S. District Judge James K. Bredar’s elevaƟon in December 2010.  
The ConnecƟcut born judge graduated magna cum laude from Georgetown University and cum laude from Har‐
vard Law with a J.D.  AŌer graduaƟng from Harvard, she served as a law clerk to then‐Chief Judge Frederick 
Motz of the District Court in the District of Maryland.  She worked as a liƟgaƟon aƩorney at the Akin Gump law 
firm in Washington, DC, before being appointed as an Assistant United States AƩorney in Maryland.  In 2008 
she co‐founded Levin & Gallagher, LLC, a liƟgaƟon bouƟque firm that handles both civil and criminal maƩers.   
             (conƟnued) 
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Fifth Circuit 

Glenda Signal 

 LongƟme court employee Valerie Litzinger is the judicial assistant for Judge Gallagher.  Her career began in 

1984 working as a part‐Ɵme assistant for Judge Alexander Harvey and then for Judge Catherine C. Blake.  On Judge 

Blake’s appointment to AdministraƟve Judge, Valerie worked full Ɵme.   She was working for Judge J. Frederick Motz 

before coming to Judge Litzinger’s chambers.   With all the experience Valerie brings with her, I am sure she is a valua‐

ble asset to the judge.  Valerie is married and has three children.  She is expecƟng her first grandchild in July. 

 

 An invesƟture ceremony for Kaymani D. West was conducted on April 5 in Columbia as she was sworn in as a 

federal magistrate judge for the District of South Carolina.  The Honorable Margaret B. Seymour presided over the cer‐

emony introducing family and friends of Judge West, as well as aƩorneys who remarked on her dedicaƟon to the pro‐

fession.  The administraƟon of the Oath of Office for Judge West was executed by The Honorable Judge Joseph F. An‐

derson, Jr., for whom she previously clerked.  

 

 She graduated from Columbia College and earned her J.D. from the University of South Carolina where she 

received the 2000 Compleat Lawyer Award.  As a member of the American Bar AssociaƟon, she was the recipient of 

the American Bar AssociaƟon Young Lawyers Division 2001‐02 MinoriƟes in the Profession CommiƩee scholarship.  

Judge West joined Nelson Mullins in 2001 as a second career aŌer 16 years with an electric uƟlity company.  In 2006 

she completed an externship at the South Carolina AƩorney General’s Office serving as Pro Bono Special Prosecutor 

and providing a valuable service to the state.   Law clerks Kay Tennyson and Aisha Lusk assist Judge West in chambers. 

Volume 9, Issue 6 July, 2012 

GreeƟngs from Sportman’s Paradise! 
 

Welcome to our new District Judge Susie Morgan and her Judicial Assistant 
Tina Flores! 
 

This will be my last arƟcle for the newsleƩer.  Judge Moore officially reƟred 
on June 5, 2012. As of now, my last day of employment is August 31, 2012.  
When I started my career here, reƟrement seemed an endless distance 
away, but here it is.  I won’t stay reƟred long, as I will become deeply       
involved as a volunteer.  Also, I will be a grandmother for the first Ɵme in   
October, so I will be busy helping with a newborn! 
 

It has been my pleasure to have served as your FiŌh Circuit RepresentaƟve 

and to have been a member of such an enthusiasƟc and eager group.  Good 

luck to all of you and hopefully I’ll get to see you at future conferences.  
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Melissa Hardin 

Seventh Circuit 

SIXTH Circuit   By the Ɵme this ediƟon of In Brief is published, I hope everyone has had a 
chance to take advantage of the warm weather and even had the opportunity to take a 
vacaƟon!   I am sure that is the reason for the shortage of news from the Sixth Circuit :‐)  
Please remember to forward any news from your court to me so that we can share the 
news with everyone in the FJAA.   
 
 We hope to see everyone this October in San Diego for this year’s Annual Edu‐
caƟonal Conference.  It will be an exciƟng Ɵme to meet new people and visit with “old” 
friends.  Thanks for all the hard work the conference commiƩee does to make our con‐
ference great every year!    Kelly          

Kelly Kopf 

July, 2012 Volume 9, Issue 6 

We have lots happening in the District Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois.  As of June 4th, the Western Division of District and Bankruptcy Courts 
are holding court in the new Stanley J. Roszkowski United States Courthouse in 
Rockford.  One of our FJAA members, Linda Winstead, started her judicial secre‐
tary career with Judge Roszkowski in September 1988, and has moved to the 
courthouse which bears his name with her current judge, Magistrate Judge P. 
Michael Mahoney.  As you can imagine, she is sƟll busy unpacking and seƩling in.   

ILND also had two new judges start June 4th ‐ Judge John J. Tharp, Jr. and 

Judge John Lee.  Judge Tharp comes to the bench from private pracƟce, specializ‐

ing in class acƟon and other complex federal liƟgaƟon.  He was with the United 

States AƩorney’s office doing criminal prosecuƟon from 1992 to 1997.  Judge Lee 

also comes from private pracƟce where he handled anƟtrust, trade regulaƟon 

and intellectual property liƟgaƟon.  He also has experience with the government, 

working as a trial aƩorney with the U.S. Department of JusƟce in the Environ‐

mental and Natural Resources division.  Unfortunately, neither of them is hiring a  

secretary; the scourge of the third law clerk conƟnues in Chicago.   Finally, ILCD had two judges pass away recently, Dis‐

trict Judge William Hibbler passed away March 19th and Magistrate Judge MarƟn Ashman passed away June 4th.  Judge 

Hibbler was appointed by President Clinton in 1999.  Judge Ashman served as a Magistrate from 1995 to his reƟrement 

in 2009; thereaŌer he served as a recall judge unƟl his death.   

The training commiƩee of the District Court for the Southern District of Illinois brought Mitsi Westendorff 
(Deputy Chief ProbaƟon Officer, TXND) to present her Real Colors training program to the court on May 2nd & May 
3rd.  Staff learned how to recognize different temperaments and, most importantly, how to communicate more effec‐
Ɵvely with coworkers.  They also celebrated NaƟonal Employee Health and Fitness week by organizing an employee 
wellness walk on May 16th; staff enjoyed beauƟful weather and the sites of downtown St. Louis with lunch at a local 
restaurant as a great way to end the ouƟng.   
 USDC‐Western Wisconsin conƟnues to work on courthouse beauƟficaƟon.  With the chambers area finished, 
the focus has turned to the courtrooms.  Plans are to reupholster the chairs and walls.  The courthouse was built in the 
early 80s; sƟll with original furnishings which are showing much wear and tear.  The exterior of the courthouse has also 
been spruced up with a ring of concrete planters, providing security along with beauty.   
 Have a great summer everyone!       Melissa   
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EIGHTH CIRCUIT 

 

January 15, 2012 

April 15, 2012 

July 15, 2012 

October 1, 2012 

Leslie Walker 

We have a new District Judge for Western District of Missouri, Beth 
Phillips, who was nominated by President Barack Obama on June 7, 2011, to 
a seat vacated by Judge Ortrie D. Smith. She was confirmed by the Senate on 
March 6, 2012, and received her commission on March 23, 2012. 

 
Before her judicial confirmaƟon, Judge Phillips served as the 32nd 

presidenƟally‐appointed U.S. AƩorney in the Western District of Missouri, 
and the first woman to be appointed to that office.   She was sworn into 
office on Dec. 31, 2009. 

 
Judge Phillips was appointed in August 2008 as an Assistant U.S. 

AƩorney in the office’s Computer Crimes and Child ExploitaƟon Unit, where 
she prosecuted child exploitaƟon crimes and served as the Project Safe 
Childhood Coordinator.  She had been a trial aƩorney during her enƟre legal 
career, serving as Assistant Prosecutor in Jackson County, Mo., from June 
1997 to August 2001, and in private pracƟce from September 2001 to Febru‐
ary 2008 with a Kansas City‐area firm, where she represented plainƟffs in 
medical malpracƟce, nursing home negligence and product liability lawsuits.  
As a trial aƩorney, Judge Phillips tried approximately 40 cases to verdict, 90 
percent of which were jury trials. 
 

AŌer earning a bachelor of arts degree and a master’s degree at the 
University of Chicago, Judge Phillips earned her juris doctor at the University 
of Missouri in 1996.  Judge Phillips’ Judicial Assistant is AnneƩe Cordell.  An‐
neƩe actually worked for Judge Phillips as her ExecuƟve Secretary during her 
term as U.S. AƩorney for the Western District of Missouri, and was delighted 
when the Judge asked her to join her Chambers in March, 2012. AnneƩe 
joined the U.S. AƩorney’s Office as a Legal Assistant in 2008 and was pro‐
moted to ExecuƟve Secretary to the U.S. AƩorney in 2009. 

 
AnneƩe possesses an Associate’s Degree and Paralegal CerƟficate.  

She has also completed Course work in American Studies (and suddenly very 
grateful for that “Judicial Process” class!). 

 
 AnneƩe is married to John Cordell. In her spare Ɵme she enjoys 
reading, photography, gardening and travel. She is looking forward to an 
upcoming trip to Alaska in late summer. 
        Leslie 
  

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION 
DATES 

  Judge Beth Phillips 
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 Hello Ninth Circuit FJAA Members 
 

 Ah, the lazy days of summer.  I hope all of you are finding Ɵme to enjoy summer, 
while we in Alaska are hoping it will arrive soon.  
 

 Newly appointed Ninth Circuit Judge 
Morgan Christen was recently sworn in by Senior 
Circuit Judge Andrew J. Kleinfeld.  Judge Christen 
will maintain chambers in Anchorage.  She previ‐
ously served on the Alaska Supreme Court. 
 

 Arizona Circuit Judge Mary H. Murguia 
worked with hundreds of young people in the Phoenix area to help them beƩer under‐
stand the law and judicial system.  Her efforts have been recognized by the Arizona Foun‐
daƟon for Legal Services and EducaƟon.  She is the first federal judge to receive the foun‐
daƟon’s Mark Santana Law‐Related EducaƟon Award, which recognizes excepƟonal contri‐
buƟons by members of the Arizona bench and bar in furthering educaƟon and understand‐
ing of the role of the law in our democraƟc society.  In 2004, while a judge of the U.S Dis‐
trict Court for the District of Arizona, Judge Murguia co‐founded the Kids to Court/
CourtWorks program.  Nearly 2,000 young people have parƟcipated in the program, which 

includes a mock trial, and presentaƟons by judges, aƩorneys, court staff, and law enforcement officers.  Congratula‐
Ɵons Judge Murguia! 
 

 Yakima, Washington, is celebraƟng the centennial of its historic federal courthouse which opened in June 
1912.  For the first 67 years, the building was officially known as the Yakima Main Post Office and Federal Building.  
The building housed a number of funcƟons including the federal courts, U.S. Marshals, the ReclamaƟon Service, the 
Land Office, and the Weather Bureau.  The first court case was tried in the building in July 1912.  In 1977, the post 
office moved across the street, and the building became more a courthouse than a federal building.  In 1978, the 
building was renamed the William O. Douglas United States Courthouse and Federal Building.  In 1979 it was listed in 
the NaƟonal Register of Historic Places.  It has been stated that the building is as good an example of the American 
Renaissance style as there is.  Interior spaces retain many original materials and features. Although no longer a ten‐
ant, the post office originally occupied the first floor.  Large round‐arched postal windows with oak frames and sash 
remain in the postal lobby. Bronze postal lock boxes featuring Greek key paƩerns also allude to the space's prior use. 
Floors are covered in terrazzo with dark marble borders. The baseboard and wainscot are grey Vermont Light Cloud 
Rutland marble, while remaining wall surfaces are covered in plaster.  A coffered ceiling tops the lobby and features 
pendant lights that date to 1940.  A marble staircase is located at the lobby's south end.  The two‐story, second‐floor 
courtroom also retains some historic features.  Details include original oak panel doors with classical surrounds, wain‐
scot, baseboards, plaster walls with classically inspired panel molding, and ornamental plaster ceilings.  Second‐floor 
corridors have plaster walls with marble baseboards and oak chair rails.  Square 1940 light fixtures remain.  An open 
house and public tour was held on June 21 ‐ a rare opportunity for the public to see the grand old building.  
 
 Susie Boring‐Headlee is the alternaƟve dispute resoluƟon coordinator and pro bono coordinator for Idaho's 
U.S. District Court, helping those in lawsuits reach seƩlements without going to trial and finding free or reduced‐fee 
legal counsel for people who can't afford aƩorneys.  A long‐Ɵme employee of the federal courts in Idaho, she has 
been honored by the legal community for her dedicaƟon to strengthening the effecƟveness of the jusƟce system.  U.S.  
           (conƟnued) 

Gail Morgan 

  NINTH CIRCUIT 
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Lynda Brown 

 Hopefully everyone is enjoying the summer and have fun vacaƟons planned.   
 

 Here is the news from our circuit: 
 

OKLAHOMA NEWS 
 

 Lyn Marshala, AdministraƟve Assistant to 

Judge Robin J. Cauthron, celebrated the wedding of 

her daughter, Sarah, to Rob Lanz in March.  Sarah and 

Rob dated for nearly seven years.  CongratulaƟons Lyn 

and family!!   

 

 On March 14, 2012, United 
States District Judge Gregory K. Frizzell 
was elevated to Chief Judge, United States District Court for the North‐
ern District of Oklahoma, succeeding United States District Judge Claire 
V. Eagan.  Judy Edge is Judge Frizzell’s secretary. 
 

 U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Sarah A. Hall was elevated to Chief Judge 

of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Okla‐

homa on April 5, 2012, succeeding Judge Niles L. Jackson.  Cheryl Shook 

is Chief Judge Hall’s Judicial Assistant, and also the former Judicial Assis‐

tant to Chief Judge Robert Henry. 

 

  Hope you have a wonderful summer!!    Lynda 

District Judge B. Lynn Winmill said Headlee's efforts made the court's mediaƟon program a model for courts naƟon‐
wide, calling Headlee a Ɵreless advocate for the judiciary.  The Idaho Fourth District Bar AssociaƟon presented Headlee 
with the 2012 Liberty Bell Award, ciƟng her volunteer work with organizaƟons like the CiƟzens Law Academy and the 
Idaho Legal History Society. 
 

I again encourage any of you who have news, whether it be work‐related or of a personal nature, that you would like 
to share with the members of our associaƟon, please forward it to me, and I will send it to our newsleƩer editor.   
 

Remember to sign up for the FJAA Conference to be held in San Diego October 4‐7.  It provides an opportunity to 
learn, share ideas, and make new friends.  Hope to see you there.    Gail 

     Judge Sarah A. Hall 

Cheryl Shook 

 Once again, I would like to thank the FJAA and the scholarship commiƩee for granƟng me an addiƟonal 
scholarship towards my paralegal cerƟficate.  I was fortunate to have been selected to receive an award in the first 
half.  I applied for the second half, as well, and to my surprise and delight, was granted a generous second award.  
Since I graduated from the course back in January 2012,  I have been uƟlizing my skills in assisƟng my judge with 
research assignments, which, by the way, he is very pleased about.  Every opportunity he gets, he announces that 
his judicial assistant, now paralegal, has been doing a great job researching.  It was so worth the Ɵme and effort to 
accomplish this skill and to build up my credenƟals and marketability, especially, with the current trend of judges 
picking two law clerks instead of one and a judicial assistant.  I’m hoping that a prospecƟve judge, when mine re‐
Ɵres, might think twice about having a combinaƟon of the two.  I am grateful that the FJAA stands behind us in sup‐
porƟng our educaƟonal goals, and look forward to my conƟnued membership with the FJAA. 

     SubmiƩed by Marcy G. Gatell, Judicial Assistant to the Honorable Robert A. Mark 

THANK YOU ALL!!!! 
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News about the Conference Hotel  

       
As the Ɵme is geƫng nearer for our annual conference, there are a couple of things we would like to relate 
to you regarding the WesƟn Hotel in San Diego. 
 

First and foremost, as in every year past, the rooms are booking up quickly.  However, as inevitably happens, 
there are people that book, someƟmes more than one room, and then do not use them or cancel them be‐
fore the deadline.  We are asking at this Ɵme if you have a room booked that you know you are not going to 
use, please release it as soon as you know you will not be able to aƩend so that other members can get a 
room at the conference rate. 
 

At this Ɵme, the room block is NOT sold out.  If you are geƫng that message online, please call the hotel di‐
rectly.  If the before or aŌer nights are full, keep trying as people will release those rooms, hopefully before 
the deadline. 
 

Most importantly, please do not forget to book under our conference room block. If we fulfill our room block 
agreement, we are able to get the meeƟng space without charge. 
 

Thank you for your cooperaƟon. 

FJAA 2012 EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
SAN DIEGO, CA 

WANTED: DOOR PRIZES! 

The 2012 Conference CommiƩee needs your help.  As in past years, the CommiƩee 
is asking for items for door prizes.  If you would like to parƟcipate, please bring with 
you donaƟons from your state or region.  There are no rules.  Any size, shape, or 
value accepted.  However, do remember that most people will be traveling by air 
and will have to pack it in a suitcase.  Please bring your contribuƟon with you to the 
registraƟon table. 

Thank you in advance!  The CommiƩee really appreciates your parƟcipaƟon. 



FEDERAL JUDICIAL ASSISTANTS ASSOCIATION
2012 ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

October 4-7, 2012

Thursday, October 4, 2012

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Executive Board Meeting

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Registration 

6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Opening Reception 

Friday, October 5, 2012

7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

7:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Registration 

8:30 a.m.-8:45 a.m. Welcoming Remarks from the Conference Committee 
and FJAA President, Jenny Rudolph

8:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Welcome to San Diego, CA- Chief Judge Barry Ted Moskowitz
       Southern District of California

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Community Outreach
Rebecca Fanning, National Outreach Manager of Federal Courts
Administrative Office

10:00 - 10:15 a.m.  Break

10:15 - 11:30 a.m. Border Issues and Drug Cartels
Erin MacKinnon, San Diego FBI  Division

11:30 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Understanding Hacking & History Tracking  
Vicente Angotti-Director of Information Technology, 
Southern District of California 

2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Ethics
M. Margaret McKeown, 9th Circuit Judge

3:00 - 3:15 p.m. Break

3:15 - 4:15 p.m. Tour of (new) San Diego Courthouse

5:00 - 9:15 p.m. Optional Event 



Saturday, October 6, 2012

8:30  a.m. Continental Breakfast

 9:00 - 10:15  a.m. Proofreading/Grammar 
Debbie Henson, Court Reporter, San Diego

10:15  - 10:30 a.m.  Break

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Preserving Judicial History
Bruce Ragsdale, Chief, Judicial History Program
Federal Judicial Center

11:30 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Attitudes for Excellence
Bob Prentice, Professional Development Systems
Human Resources Consultant, Motivational Speaker & Trainer

2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Anticipating & Adapting--Changes in the Workplace
Stephanie Lawley, Judicial Assistant, 9th Circuit 

3:00 - 3:15 p.m. Break

3:15 - 4:45 p.m. Transition  from WordPerfect to Word
Karen Scales, Training Specialist
IT Systems Deployment and Support Division
San Antonio, TX

4:45 - 5:15 p.m. JSAG Update

7:00 - 10:00 p.m. Banquet

Sunday, October 7, 2012

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. FJAA General Business Meeting (All Members are encouraged to attend)

11:00 a.m. Conclusion of 2012 Annual Conference

Please note that topics and speakers are subject to
change due to circumstances beyond FJAA’s control.



FRIDAY NIGHT OPTIONAL EVENT 
2012 FJAA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 

October 5, 2012, 5pm—9pm 

Please join your fellow JAs for a night of fun and  comradery as we tour beauƟful San Diego  

and Coronado via Old Town Trolley Tours. Our group will be picked up from the hotel via sev‐

eral privately chartered trolleys and driven through downtown San Diego and Coronado on a 

guided and fully narrated 1.5 hour tour.   At the end of the tour, we will disembark in Old 

Town San Diego for a tradiƟonal Mexican fiesta at Barra Barra with live music (and a no‐host 

margarita bar) aŌer which there will be an opportunity to wander through the park to sight‐

see and shop.  Finally, we will board the San Diego Trolley which will return us to our hotel. 

The cost for this event is $65/person which includes the price of the Old Town Trolley Tour 

(and Ɵp), chips and salsa, dinner and the San Diego Trolley fare back to our hotel. 



Fabulous opportunity for those attending the FJAA Conference 
in San Diego and arriving by Thursday morning (October 4, 2012)

As you are undoubtedly aware, the Southern
District of California shares a border with Mexico.
At this year’s conference, the local division of the
FBI will give a presentation on the topic of  Border
Issues and Mexican Drug Cartels.  If you will be 
arriving in San Diego before Thursday, October 4, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. and would
like the rare opportunity to get a guided, behind the scenes tour of the Port of
Entry and the California/Mexico Border itself (including “no man’s land”) reserve
your spot now by contacting    Kathleen Walford at
Kathleen_Walford@casd.uscourts.gov.  You will have the opportunity to see first‐
hand the issues facing the Homeland Security at the border and the methods 
used to smuggle people and drugs into the United States illegally. There are a very
limited  number of spaces available for this tour. Customs and Border Protection
agents will serve as our tour guides, picking us up from the hotel and taking us to
the Port of Entry about 20 minutes away. The entire tour will last about 3 hours. 

CBP Mission Statement:
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ArƟcle submiƩed by Dianne Hillman, 4th Circuit RepresentaƟve: 

 

 

 

 

 

        (conƟnued on next page) 

Volume 9, Issue 6 July, 2012 



15 

 

FJAA GOALS 
 To promote the general welfare of its members; 

 To encourage the highest ethical standards of conduct 
among its members; 

 To promote continuing education and professional 
development of its members; 

 To further the exchange of ideas and practical infor-
mation relating to judicial support; and   

 To foster among its members a feeling of camarade-
rie and mutual confidence. 

www.fjaa.net 
 Please take time to view our FJAA website.   
There is a members-only section which contains the last 
four newsletters, a list of current members, and the 
Treasurer’s Report.  The members-only section can be 
accessed with your member PIN number — type in the 
word “member” as the username.  Changes, corrections, 
and additions will be made quarterly as the newsletter is   
posted.  
 If you have anything you would like to have    
posted on our website, please send it to  

jennny_rudolph@laed.uscourts.gov 

Volume 9, Issue 6 July, 2012 
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* Change in amounts due to AssociaƟon Account and Conference Account merger. 
**Consist of 294 Members (259 Regular Members, 17 ReƟred LifeƟme Members, & 18 New Members) 

             BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS     

 Chase Business Classic Checking 13,908.38   

 Chase Business Savings 15,004.79   

 Wells Fargo Conference Account    4,131.85   

 TOTAL ASSETS  $33,045.01 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY     

 Unrestricted Net Assets 31,250.54   

 Net Income 1,794.47   

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $33,045.01 

                PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT 

INCOME     

 Interest‐Savings 13.74   

 Membership Dues** 8,540.00   

 Miscellaneous Income 1110.26   

 Special Events Income 2,217.00   

 Conference RegistraƟon Fees 44,648.47   

 TOTAL INCOME $56,529.47 

EXPENSES     

 AccounƟng Fees 701.25   

 Outside Contract Services 200.00   

 Postage & Supplies 313.67   

 Other Costs & OperaƟons 2,348.68   

 Conference Refunds 1,460.00   

 Conference, ConvenƟon, MeeƟng 47,214.35   

 Travel, MeeƟngs, & Special Events 400.00   

 Ask our Accountant 2,097.05   

 TOTAL EXPENSES  54,735.00 

NET INCOME $1,794.47 

TREASURER’S REPORT* 

July 1, 2011 - May 31, 2012 

by Carla Gibson Baker 
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A Day with the Marshals 
of the Eastern District of 

Michigan 

 

 

The Eastern District of Michigan USMS scheduled a day of ‘acƟve shooter’ training in which the court employ‐
ees were invited to parƟcipate.  In addiƟon to the CSOs and marshals from the Ann Arbor court, about 20 employees 
from the Detroit court volunteered to be role players.  My husband, a former military police officer, took the day off 
work at the factory in order to join the acƟon.  I think he got more acƟon than he planned, because once the marshals 
found out about his background, he became the ‘acƟve shooter’! 

The day started with a detailed extensive power point presentaƟon that explained the need for this kind of 
training.  They discussed a few past examples of what not to do, and played video footage of real acƟve shooters.  It 
was preƩy sobering.   

The purpose of this training was not only for the CSOs and marshals to have some live hands‐on experience but 
also for the employees so that we would know what to do in this situaƟon instead of panicking.  (That’s usually my re‐
acƟon!) 

AŌer the lunch break, I noƟced that the numbers of the employee volunteers reduced considerably.  We were 
maybe at half strength but the marshals assured us we could sƟll proceed with the exercises.  We were told that at 
least those folks had the video experience and were now more aware than all the other employees who hadn’t seen it.  
(Maybe the marshals ought to show just the video to a mandatory court audience.) 

We assembled in a mock courtroom on an undeveloped porƟon of the 4th floor.  The CSOs and marshals were 
broken up into two groups, so each exercise we did had to be done twice – once for each group.  The first exercise in‐
volved the court employees running out of the courtroom screaming and yelling, in an effort to confuse the trainees.  
They were lined up down the hall in a row along the wall, guns raised poinƟng in our direcƟon at the acƟve shooter 
who was somewhere behind us, steadily moving forward. 

My poor husband, almost totally protected against the 9 mm soap bullets the trainees were shooƟng, was al‐

lowed one shot at the floor in front of their feet before the barrage of bullets fired at him from six guns started pound‐

ing his vest.  (Somehow his one shot ricocheted up and wounded one CSO on the hand, drawing blood.  He was taken 

away for patching.)  The shooter went down, as planned, and aŌerward, the leaders started quesƟoning and training 

the men in the hall.  We then repeated the event with the second group.  Even though these were fake bullets, the 

sound was deafening and when mingled with the screaming and all the noise from running, it was very easy to under‐

stand why panic can be the first response. 

The second exercise took place in the courtroom.  The role players were screaming, yelling, and banging their 
chairs in an effort to make as much noise as possible when the trainees came in.  This exercise was for them to learn 
how to ‘clean’ the room, by moving all the people up against one wall, each brought to the center of the room one by 
one to be searched, and then put up against the opposite wall once they were clean.  When the enƟre room was clean, 
they then quesƟoned us about what we had seen and heard.  The leaders instructed the trainees on how loud and 
commanding they had to be when first entering the room in order to get everyone’s aƩenƟon, which is a preƩy hard 
thing to do when there’s so much screaming and panic going on. 

The next exercise involved the acƟve shooter inside the courtroom, with the trainees coming through the door 

(breaching) with guns drawn, all while we’re again creaƟng as much chaos as possible through loud noises and scream‐

ing.  The female trainee that breached the door first was a liƩle too forceful (or the door was a liƩle too old and frag‐

ile), because the glass shaƩered and fell to the floor.  This turned out to be a posiƟve learning experience because they 

didn’t blink an eye, they just kept going with their training, not leƫng this distract them.  There will always be distrac‐

Ɵons so pracƟcing at focusing is a good thing.  They were later commended for that.         (conƟnued) 
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A free one-year membership for the year 2012 is available to all new JAs that are/were hired between September 1, 2011—
September 1, 2012.  This free one-year membership is available only to first-time FJAA members. 

The purpose of the Federal Judicial Assistants Association (FJAA) is to promote the general welfare of its members: to encourage 
the highest ethical standards of conduct; to promote continuing education and professional development; to further the exchange of 
ideas and practical information related to judicial support; and to foster a feeling of camaraderie and mutual confidence among its 
members. In Brief is a non-copyrighted, in-house publication of the FJAA.  Circulation includes members and potential members of 
the FJAA.  Opinions recited herein are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the FJAA.   

Susan Eckert Pinkowski  
Newsletter Editor 

      CORRECTION RE NEW HIRES (January 2012) 

Will the Real Judge Tauro Secretary Please Stand Up! 

The last newsleƩer contained an error in the secƟon on New Hires.  We have since heard from Dale Berth‐
iaume:   “I was shocked when I read the NewsleƩer last night to discover toward the end the ‘Welcome to 
New Hires’  '1st Circuit ‐ Barbara Degel Clarke, Judicial Assistant to Hon. Joseph L. Tauro.'   I am Judge Tau‐
ro's Judicial Assistant and it will be 39 years I have worked for Judge Tauro, and three years in private 
pracƟce.  Barbara simply was allowed to fill in for me when I was out for back surgery.” 

 
While unsure how this error occurred, the Editor sends her apologies and is most happy to run this correc‐
Ɵon.   Thank you, Dale, for seƫng the record straight and congrats on such a long career!   Maybe you can 
write about it for one of the upcoming newsleƩers! 

FJAA Scholarship ApplicaƟons —  For other quesƟons or inquiries, please contact Sheryl A. Gilchrist, PP, PLS 
Chair, Professional Development & ConƟnuing EducaƟon CommiƩee, United States District Court, 444 South‐
east Quincy Street, Suite 475, Topeka, Kansas 66683.  Phone: 785‐338‐5485 Email:    sher‐
yl_gilchrist@ksd.uscourts.gov. 

With the acƟve shooter in the courtroom, and now the trainees storming in, all the role players were trying to 

get out of the line of fire by ducking down under their desks, hiƫng the floor, or moving to the windows.   Shots were 

ringing out loud and numerous, and down went the shooter again.   That did not stop the trainees from shooƟng, how‐

ever!  Once the leader stopped the acƟon, I kept a lookout  to make sure my husband would get up.  I knew he was lov‐

ing every minute of this, but later he did say he wished he had worn a cup!  He kept standing sideways when being 

shot, so his leŌ arm took the brunt of the soap bullets. 

The last exercise found the volunteers in both the hallway and courtroom.   One volunteer was dead in the 
middle of the hall, with fake blood pooling around him, while I, wounded and also dripping with fake blood, sat on the 
floor, leaning up against the wall being tended to by another volunteer.   I took my finger and wrote ‘H E L P !’ upside 
down in the blood for any passersby to see.   I could hear the other folks in the courtroom yelling, as down the hall 
stalked the trainees with guns drawn.  Once they passed me and entered the courtroom, all I could hear were shots 
and more shots, and I hoped my husband wouldn’t get too bruised up.  In the meanƟme, the fake blood was slowly 
soaking through my clothes (worn specifically to get destroyed) and I soon found out that this substance turned every‐
thing it touched red – skin, clothes, everything. 

Everyone gathered together in the courtroom for a debriefing of the day’s events.  I joined them once I stopped 

dripping blood.  All agreed it was an excellent educaƟonal experience, no maƩer if you were a CSO or a court employ‐

ee.  While I can’t guarantee I won’t panic if something does happen, I’ll at least know what to expect and I am sure that 

will give me some comfort.   Now I just have to patch up my husband, who wants to volunteer for all future training 

sessions!         
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1ST CIRCUIT  MARI ROSA JORGE 

c/o Hon. José Antonio Fusté 

U.S. Courthouse, #CH-133 

150 Carlos Chardon Avenue 

San Juan, PR 00918-1754   Ph: 787-772-3121 

 

2ND CIRCUIT  JANET F. HANSEN 
c/o Hon. Jose A. Cabranes 

U.S. Courthouse, #CH-133 

141 Church Street 

New Haven, CT 06510 Ph: 203-867-8782 

 

3RD CIRCUIT  ROSEANNA LAMBIASE 
c/o Hon. Dennis Cavanaugh 

451 U.S. Post Office & Court House Bldg  

Newark, NJ 07101-0999 Ph: 973-645-3574 
 
4TH CIRCUIT  DIANNE HILLMAN 

c/o Hon. Matthew J. Perry, Jr. 

U.S. Courthouse 

901 Richland Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 Ph: 803-765-5067  
 
5TH CIRCUIT  GLENDA SIGNAL 

c/o Hon. Louis C. Moore, Jr. 

Hale Boggs Federal Building 

Room B419 

500 Poydras Street 

New Orleans, LA 70130 Ph: 504-589-7625  

6TH CIRCUIT  KELLY A. KOPF 

c/o Hon. Michael R. Merz 

U.S. Courthouse 

200 West Second Street, Room 501 

Dayton, OH 45402 Ph: 937-512-1550 

 
7TH CIRCUIT  MELISSA HARDIN 
c/o Hon. William M. Conley 

U.S. Courthouse 

120 North Henry Street, #560 

Madison, WI 53703 Ph: 608-264-5087 

 
8TH CIRCUIT   LESLIE WALKER 

c/o Hon. Paul A. Zoss 

U.S. Courthouse 

320 Sixth Street, Room 104 

Sioux City, IA 51101 Ph: 712-233-3921  

 

9TH CIRCUIT   GAIL MORGAN 

c/o Hon. John W. Sedwick 
United States District Court 

222 W. 7th Ave., Room 263B 

Anchorage, AK  99513 
Ph: 907-677-6291 

 

 
 

 

10TH CIRCUIT   LYNDA BROWN 
c/o Hon. Bobby R. Baldock 
Joe Skeen Federal Building 
500 N. Richardson Ave., Rm 167 
Roswell, NM 88201 Ph: 575-625-2388 
 
11TH CIRCUIT  BARBARA LAY 

c/o Hon. Gerald B. Tjoflat 
Byron Simpson U.S. Courthouse 
300 North Hogan St., Ste 14-200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 Ph: 404-335-6334 
 

FEDERAL & DC CIRCUITS  SHARON 
DEARE 
c/o Hon. Loren A. Smith 

U.S. Courthouse, 

717 Madison Place, N.W., #328 

Washington, D.C. 20439 Ph: 202-357-6637 

 

 

Go to www.fjaa.net for a complete 
list of officers, circuit representa-

tives, committee memberships, and 
other great information. 

CIRCUIT REPRESENTATIVES 

Please stay in touch with your circuit representative with newsworthy  
items for the next issue of the newsletter. 

Have you been with the government for 30 years? 

Please share your story with us. 

FJAA wants to applaud and feature members who 
have been with the government 30 years or more.  If 
you would like to be recognized in In Brief, please 
contact your circuit representative and send in a 
short article about the changes you have experienced 
during your government tenure.  Please include a 
photograph with your submission. 

FJAA MEMBERS NEEDED 

If you have not sent in your renewal member-
ship, or if you haven’t joined FJAA, it’s never 
too late - contact your circuit representative 
listed in this newsletter - guarantee your copy 
of the Newsletter in your electronic mailbox 
and an opportunity to participate in the annual 
educational conference. A listing of circuit 
representatives is above.  Go on line at 
www.fjaa.net for more information.  


