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For much of  the history of  the judiciary, federal judges carried out 
their duties with no administrative support staff. The Justices of  the 

Supreme Court were authorized in 1886 to hire clerical assistants 
known as "stenographers." 

More than fifty years later, in 1938, Congress appropriated funds for 
"Miscellaneous salaries" and the hiring of  similar staff  by judges of  

the circuit and district courts (52 Stat. 268). 

Congress replaced the term "stenographer" with "secretary" two 
years later and in 1947, at the request of  the Judicial Conference, 

authorized all circuit and district judges to appoint a secretary. The 
following year the authorization was changed to allow federal judges 
to appoint all "necessary" judicial assistants and law clerks. In 1959 

the total number of  these appointees was made subject to "any 
limitation on the aggregate salaries of  such employees which may be 

imposed by law" (73 Stat. 452). 

The duties of  the judicial assistants to federal judges, like those of  
judicial law clerks, have been defined by the individual judges for 

whom they have worked rather than by statute.
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Early Stenographers



The combination of  increased territory, population and federal 
jurisdiction proportionally increased the number of  federal judges 

and the caseloads of  each judge. Today there are 
860 authorized federal judgeships (+20 Article I judgeships)

Today’s chambers staff  structure (number of  appointees) is limited to 
“the aggregate salaries of  such employees which may be imposed by 

law” (73 Stat. 452) and is ultimately determined by the individual 
Judge.
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FJAA 
History

The Evolution of  
FJAA

F J S A

First formed in 1972 as the “Federa l Judges Secreta ries 
Associa tion” with membership open to Secreta ries to Supreme 
Court Justices or Article  III Judges

F M J S A

Secreta ries to Ma gistra te  Judges formed their own Associa tion in 
1995 a ppropria te ly ca lled the  “Federa l Ma gistra te  Judges 
Secreta ries Associa tion”

F J A A

In 2002 , FJSA a nd FMJSA merged to become one Associa tion 
a nd in 2009 the  a ssocia tion wa s rena med a s the  "Federa l 
Judicia l Assista nts Associa tion” 
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FJAA 
History

Evolving Logos
F J S A  19 7 2

F M J S A  19 9 5 F J A A  2 0 0 9
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FJAA 
HistoryMessages from our 

Presidents in Transition
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FJAA 
History

F J S A  HA D 3  C O M M ITTEES :

(a) Audit

(b) Membership a nd

(c) Nomina tions & Elections

F J S A  & F M J S A  M ERG E,   
EX P A NDING  TO  12  C O M M ITTEES :    

(a ) Audit, (b) Budget & Fina nce, (c) By-la ws, (d) Legisla tive , (e) 
Long-Ra nge Pla nning, (f) Membership, (g) Nomina tions & 
Elections, (h) Wa ys & Mea ns, (i) Public Rela tions/  Newsletter, (j) 
Professiona l Development & Continuing Educa tion, (k) History & 
Archives, a nd (l) Annua l Conference.

19 9 2

2 0 0 2

Coming Together: 
Associations & Committees
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Byla w Dra fting  Proce ss , 

Vote r Elig ib ility & 

Propose d  Dis tribution Time line

FJSA constitution & by-laws from 1994 (pre-merger)

FJSA constitution & by-laws from 2002  (post-merger)

FJAA current constitution & by-laws

FMJSA April 2002  newsletter (pre-merger)

FJAA 
HistoryHistorical 

Reports & Publications

Re port On The  Succe ss ful Me rge r

Nove mbe r 1, 2002

FJSA August 2002  newsletter (pre-merger)

His tory of the  Me rge r Initia tive , inc lud ing  the  

Involve me nt & Efforts  of JSAG 

FMJSA August 2002  newsletter (post-merger)

Firs t Ne wsle tte r Pub lica tion Pos t-Me rge r

FMJSA August 2002  newsletter (post-merger)
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conference 
history 

Annual Conference

TW O  O F  THE G O A LS  O F  F J A A

“[t]o promote continuing education and 

professiona l development of its members”; a nd 

“[t]o further the excha nge of idea s a nd pra ctica l 

informa tion rela ting to judicia l support”. 

To tha t end, the Associa tion sponsors a n a nnua l 

educa tiona l conference in va rious loca tions 

throughout the United Sta tes.
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conference 
history 

Prior Conferences
The           Early          Years          

1975 - DC 1977 - NV 1978 - LA

1981 - DC 1982 - IL

1985 - CO 1986 - PA 1987 - MO

1989 - UT 1990 - TN

1980 - NV

1983-GA

1988 - MA

1991 - PR

1984 - WA

Submitted by: Jackie Logue  Thanks for sharing the history
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Prior Conferences
2010 - 2023
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conference 
history Noteworthy

Joint Conferences
O C TO BER 2 0 0 1

Members of FJSA, FMJSA a nd 
The  Associa tion of Ba nkrup tcy 

Jud ic ia l Ass is ta nts  (ABJA) 
held a  joint conference in 

Chica go, Illinois
renew your
 membership 
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staying 
connectedConnecting Through 

Newsletters

Each association (FJSA, FMJSA and FJAA) published newsletters 
under va rious titles throughout the yea rs. 

After the merger of the FJSA a nd FMJSA, a  ca mpa ign wa s 
la unched to rena me the publica tion. 

A sea rch of the a rchives revea led a  sma ll sna fu in this underta king.
renew your
 membership 
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staying 
connectedAbout the 

Newsletter
The Newsletter, like so much of the history of our Association, has 
undergone ma ny renditions. It is our historica l record a nd a  direct 

method of communica tion with our membership to dissemina te  
a nd solicit informa tion. Without the  committee  sta ffers’ volunteer 

efforts, much of the  content of these  pa nels would be una va ila ble .

In its current form, the  Newsletter Committee  consists of a t lea st 
three  members of the  Associa tion.  This Committee  is responsible  
for the  publica tion of a  minimum of three  issues a nnua lly. Ea ch 

issue conta ins a  messa ge from the current Associa tion president 
a nd a rticles from members solicited by circuit representa tives, 

together with informa tion a bout Annua l Conferences, officer a nd 
committee  a ctions, legisla tion, e lections, members, e tcetera .

Fea tured in a  report cover entitled “President’s Column” is a  
se lection of messa ges sha red by va rious Associa tion presidents of 

the  FJSA, FMJSA a nd the  FJAA. 
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staying 
connected

FJAA Website
www.fjaa.net
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By 2001, both the FMJSA and FJSA had websites up and running.  Carolyn Weber 

was the first Webmaster for FMJSA’s website , while  Martine Ta lbot was the first 

Webmaster for the  FJSA site .   At  some  point  a fter  the   organiza tions  merged,  

Ca thy  Gray  (TNMD)  took  over  a s Webmaster  and  held  tha t  post  for  

severa l  yea rs.   Then  in  2016,  Melissa   Ha rdin  (WIWD) a ssumed the role  of 

Webmaster and migra ted our site  to the  current version. 

staying 
connected

Website History

Did  you know . . . 

Under the  “Me mbe rs  Only” Tab, you can find informa tion on “Top  Dutie s  in  

Cha mbe rs ,”  “Gra mma r  usa ge   she e t,”  our  current  membership  roster  and  

curre nt ne ws le tte rs .

In addition, under the  drop-down list, there  a re  pa s t ne ws le tte rs  from the FJAA, 

FJMSA and FJSA, a s well a s photos  and content from past conferences. 

Be  sure  to e ma il  photos   from  this   confe re nce   you’d   like   to  sha re   with  
our  me mbe rs   to  the  We bma s te r!

(EMAIL ADDRESS)

send us your 
photos!

Tracy_young@mied.uscourts.gov

Natalie_stock@ca2.uscourts.gov



"Circuit Re ps" Ta b

In addition to the list of each circuit’s representative,  you  can  find  helpful  tips  

for  being  a   circuit representa tive, including how to process membership 

applica tions and tips for the  newsletter.

staying 
connected

Navigating Our Website 

"Committe e s" Ta b

Loca te  a  drop-down list of a ll the  va rious committees for which you may 

volunteer, a long with a  short description of the  committee’s purpose and current 

members.

"His tory/ Archive s" Ta b

Find pictures and ma teria ls from prior conferences.   

"Schola rship  Applica tion" Ta b

Read a  short synopsis of the  purpose of our FJAA schola rship and eligibility 

requirements.  You can a lso find a  .pdf of the  applica tion and where to send it 

for considera tion. 
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Successive generations of jud ic ia l a ss is ta nts  have performed the 

p re s tig ious  work of office  administra tion within judicia l chambers while  

a da pting  to cha nge s  in office  technology. Whether transforma tions comes 

through  Excel, Word, Powerpoint, A.I., or Canva : 

Toge the r we  Ca n Me e t The  Cha lle nge s  !

Today's 
Challenges

What Our Future Holds
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Today's 
Challenges

3 Ways To Join FJAA

Ea rly Bird  Dra wing  

Ea rly Bird  Dra wing  – re ne w or join be twe e n Ja nua ry 1 

a nd  Ma rch 31 for cha nce  to win $ 100 .

Re cruit & Re fe r

Re cruit a  ne w me mbe r be twe e n Ja nua ry 1 a nd  the  da te  

of the  a nnua l confe re nce  for a  cha nce  to win $ 100 .

Re ne w

 Re ne w your me mbe rship  a t the  a nnua l confe re nce  for 

a  cha nce  to win $ 100 .

Me mbe rship  Due s  

Annua l Confe re nce  Fe e s
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Building upon the hard work of prior committees,

 We , The  His tory & Archive s  Committe e , 

a re  committed to ca ta loging our collective experience. 

To tha t e nd ,  

staying 
connected

Maintaining the Archives

EMAIL YOUR PHOTOS
& he lp  docume nt

 send us your 
photos!

Tracy_young@mied.uscourts.gov

Natalie_stock@ca2.uscourts.gov
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Miche le  Cza rne cki, Cha ir       Na ta lie  Stock, Co-Cha ir       Susa n De vine , Co- Cha ir

U.S. Court of Appea ls for the  Second Circuit

Committee Note: On behalf of all members of the FJAA, We wish to express our sincere thanks to
 Jake Gottfredson , 2nd Circuit Librarian, 

for his assistance in upgrading the FJAA Power Point. July 2023
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